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!rhe Lesbian Issue and Women's Libf 


\ , 


L B J JUDY KLEMESRUD • 

.Lesbian is rue, which has been 
hidden sway like a demented child ever 
since the women's liberation movement 
came into being in 1966, wu brought 
out of the closet yesterday. 

JNine leaders of the movement held a 
press conference at the Washington 
Squire Methodist Church. 133 West 
Fourth Street, to express their "foil- 
darity with the struggle of homosexuals 
to; attain their liberation in a.sexist 
Society." J 

The conference was prompted try an 
■rncle In the Behavior section of tie 
December 14 issue of Time m a g a zin e, 
which laid that Kate M ilieu, author ot 
"Sexual Politics” antf cfaTbf the chief 
theoretician! of the movement., had 
probably "discredited herself as a 
spokeswoman for her cause” because 
the disclosed at a rtcent meeting that 
lb! was bisexual 

Prepared Statement Is Read 

a ^ha. 36-year-old Miss Millett, sitting 
Id the cam ter of the leaders at arable in 
th^ front of the church, reap a state¬ 
ment that’die said had been prepared 
last Monday night at a meeting of about 
.JO^weroen representing nuch groups as 
th* National O r gaii y . y on for Womea 
(NOW). tytoLJjfcpUM. Columbia 
Women's Liberatlor and Daughters of 

**Xbe atatcroen^wld. In part: 

yWomen’* miration and homosexual 
Fbiration are^th struggling towards a 
common go*!:’A sodety free from de- 
firing and Categorizing people.by virtut 
of (sender' and/or sexual preference. 
•Lesbian* lx a label used af a psychic 
wetpoa'tp keep women locked into their- 
Bsje-defined •‘feminine role.* Tha es- 

J . . - - 


aence of that role is that a woman Is 
defined in terms of her relationship to 
men. A woman is called a Lesbian when 
she functions autonomously. Women’s 
autonomy is what women's liberation il 
all about.** \ / 

Standing behind Miss Millett as she 
spoke were about 50 women supporters, 
who frequently interrupted her state- 4 
ment with cheers. Other leaders in tha • 
group were Olpjj^ the Journal¬ 

ist: Ruth Simpson, p^sident of the New 
York~^lrapTfrT5f Daughters of Bilitis; 
Florynce Kennedy, a lawyer: Saliy 
gemptotfa h'dr Sifetn Brownmiller, jour¬ 
nalists and members of New York 
Radical Feminists; and I vy Bor tfaJ. Do¬ 
lores Alexander and H-Grace Atkinson 
of NOWT- 

“It’s not/quite my position." Miss 
Atkinson, a tail, slender blonde in blue 
sunglasses said afterwards. "It’s not 
radical enough. If men succeed in asso¬ 
ciating Lesbianism with the women’s 
movement, then they destroy the move¬ 
ment.'* / 

The Lesbian Issue had been festering 
for several months, especially since the 
Women's Strike for Equality last 
August 26. 

At a rally at Bryant Park following 
the August 26 march down Fifth Avenue, 
a member at the Radical Lesbians made 
a plaintive plea for support from her 
"straight” sisters in the movement. The 
speaker charged that the police were 
harassing Lesbians, and that other 
women In the movement were ignoring. 
their plight •. 

. -?We*re your sijters, and we need 
help!" the speaker cried. . 

The church had been decorafcT for 
the press conference with posters that 
read, “Kate is Great," "We Stand To* 


ALU1^FORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE . 


■» | 


(Inateai* poge, nan* of 
ntwipaptr, city and state.) 


'Yht /J&J 

y c c £ 


fy +7 


•i 


o-i.t / T'jl 


Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Tills: 


Charoetsfi 

or 

Classification: 
Subeltttog Oldest 


n Brin? Invsstlqt 

rL/S i, //V/ 


.1 



S ^ 1 ®- T7 -J«D£XE0_ 

DEC 181970 

jgL=.wo» yog* 


I 






•• ' -- - - -« *»-r-T.*■'**'■ c 

geUwrasWoinen. Regardless o 

• Preference," and “Is the Statu* ol IifcK-. 

. erty a Lesbian, TooT l#,. v • ; 

■ •' During the question period, Ml*J 

Alexander Mid ah® thought th* move¬ 
ment had taken an overly long time to 
deal with th* Lesbian issue because 
many women In th* movement were, 
afraid to confront it* I 

•Such an Explosiv* ban** 

“It's such an explosive Issue,’* she . 
said. "It can, intimidate women. Many 
women would be reduced to tears if you " 
called them Lesbians.? ^ >• _ ♦.,£ 

She added that th* movement repre¬ 
sented women who were "heterosexuals* 
homosexuals, tall, short, fat, skinny, 
black, yellow and white.” ■** •• •- 1 ! 

* “People must speak up as Lesbians," 
said Barba ra . L ove, of the Gay Liberation 

'FrontT^i am iLesblan. We’ve got to 
come out and fight, because we’re not 
going to get anywhere If we don't.? 

Miss Kennedy, the only Mack wuman 
among the leaders, called for a total 
. •■girlcotl" of the products of U)t major 
advertisers in Time magazine ./ * , 
Although they weren't preheat, sup¬ 
porting statements were distributed , 
from Bella Abzug, Democratic Repre- -j 
sentative-elect of the IStth Congressional j 
District; Carolina Bird, author of “Born 4 



weapon against the women's liberation 
movement “sexual McCarthyism." •«‘ 
Betty Medan, high priestess of 
women’s liberation movement and 
conservative on the Lesbian issue, 
not attend the press conference. Leader* « 
said they had tried to contact her, hat} 
that she was “out of town.? 


taura 4 

nd ai 
a. *A] 



Millett, left, and Gloria 

l.iA 04 



at preas cooitxenca at which fandnista gar 


'• VAi 

. s*a 




to Le*8an**4| 

/ * ^ fc*. -r» 








4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption(s) _ 

material available for release to you. 




with no segregable 


D Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


D Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

i I Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) _ 

_____ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

_as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


HU For your information: 


i 


The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 




xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
x DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE \ 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 


FBi/DOJ 



NY 142 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MEMORANDUM 


SAC 100-165119 (*+2) 


DATE: 12/9/70 


FROM: 


(41) 




SUEJECT: ALTERNATE U. 

IS - ANA (VB) 


The information on the attached FD 302 was 
furnished on a confidenti.il fc asl s._The_source_j[io longer has 

HBB M3W BM B P The source has furn^he^reTraP^^inrormatlon 
in tnepast. 

The information on the FD 3°2 was made available 


7 ^> 



2* 

~n> 


The original longhand of the FD 302 is maintained 
as an attachment to^fchis memoran^iim in captioned case file, sebial 

76- INDEX: Igmmp DAUGHTERS^F BILITIS. 




1-100-156835/tVietnam Peace Parade Comm.) (42) 

ff lpc / ■ loo-Afftr- 3/$ 

v b ,u 

^ 7 A I DEC 9 1970 

iS^ ! tJy u /S LA SS!rIED wBB®? 






4-750 ( 2 - 7 - 79 ) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


( 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 



Deleted under exemption(s) _ 

material available for release to you. 


JX' *7b 


with no segregable 


I I information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


I 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name i6 listed in the title only. 

i 1 Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) -- 

____ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); - 

__ as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


I 1 For your information: 



The following number is to be 


used for reference regarding these pages: 


A)j /M- 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
\ DELETED PAGE(S) \ 
§NO DUPLICATION FEE x 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 


FBI/ DO J 



